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Veterinary Nursing News

Congratulations  to 

nurse Laura Stott who 
has just completed her 
training and passed all her 
exams to become a fully 
qualified, registered veteri-
nary nurse (RVN). Laura 
joined our practice in September 2008 and 
completed her training with us. 

Julie Ullyart has successfully completed 
the first years training to 
become an equine veteri-
nary nurse. Julie has 
many years experience of 
nursing small animal and 
equine patients. When 
she completes her train-
ing she will be one of only 
a handful of qualified 
equine nurses in the UK

We are also pleased to 

report that nurse Kim 
Wilks has passed the first 
year of her diploma in ad-
vanced veterinary nursing,  
continuing to build on her 
extensive experience.
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Lungworm is caused by infection with a worm called 
Angiostrongylus vasorum. Dogs become infected after 

eating a slug or snail 
that is carrying lung-
worm larvae. The 
larvae migrate from 
the gut, through the 
liver and eventually colo-
nise blood vessels within the lungs. 

Lungworm can cause a variety of symptoms 
ranging from mild coughing or rapid breath-
ing through to severe life threatening respi-
ratory, heart and vascular disease. Diagno-
sis is difficult and severe cases can be very 
challenging to treat. 

 
Lungworm is a relatively new parasite in the 
UK but in recent years has been increas-
ingly diagnosed particularly in the south 
and west of the country. The prevalence of 
this parasite in the Penrith area is probably 
still relatively low but it is certainly some-
thing owners should be aware of particu-
larly in young or inquisitive dogs who are 
most likely to ingest an infected slug or 
snail.

Infection can be prevented by the monthly application of spot on product.

If you are concerned about lungworm please talk to one of the practice vets 
for more information.
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Lungworm in Dogs

Pip is a 2 year old Lakeland 
Terrier. She came to the 
practice after attacking the 
lawnmower! 

Unfortunately Pip was pulled in 
towards the blades of the 
mower and suffered a deep cut 
to the corner of her eye. 

Careful examination also re-
vealed that the inside of Pips 
eye was inflamed. This serious 
and painful condition can lead 
to blindness if untreated.

Thankfully with immediate 
topical treatment her vision 
was saved.

The deep cut was care-
fully repaired with very 
fine stitches, and the 
skin healed very well. It 
is now impossible to see 
which eye was affected.

Pip gave birth to four puppies shortly after 
her recovery.

Pip was treated by vet Chris Dixon who 
has a special interest in eyes. If your pet 
develops sore eyes, please ask to see 
Chris when booking an appointment.
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Case Study:
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